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COLUMBIA GREENE HOUSING COALITION:   

CONTINUUM OF CARE WRITTEN STANDARDS   
 

Preamble  
The Continuum of Care (CoC) is responsible for establishing and consistently following written standards 
for administering assistance. Written standards provide a reference for coordinating and implementing 
a system to meet the needs of those experiencing homelessness within the geographic area of the 
Columbia Greene Housing Coalition (CGHC), the CoC for Columbia Greene County. Both the Emergency 
Solutions Grant (ESG) and the Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing Act 
(HEARTH) Continuum of Care Project Interim Rules and Regulations state that CoCs, “in consultation with 
recipients of ESG project funds within the geographic area, are intended to coordinate service 
delivery...and assist CoCs and their recipients in evaluating the eligibility of individuals and families 
consistently and administering assistance fairly and methodically” § 578.7(a)(9).   
  
All projects that receive State ESG or CoC funding are required to abide by these written standards.  The 
CoC strongly encourages projects that do not receive either of these sources of funds to accept and 
utilize these written standards. The goals of the CGHC written standards are to:  

• Establish community-wide expectations and standards  
• Provide the basis for monitoring projects  
• Clarify local priorities, which will ensure a transparent system  
• Document the system for prioritizing assistance per project type  
• Outline a strategy for use of limited resources.  
•  Establish important community-wide policies in implementing CoC- and ESG-funded programs, 

such as an anti-discrimination, Move-On, and Emergency Transfer Plan Policies. 
  
The CGHC written standards have been established to ensure that persons experiencing homelessness 
who enter projects throughout the CoC will be given unvarying information and support to access and 
maintain permanent housing and enable the CoC to end homelessness.   
  
For each project type, the standards outline:  

1. Purpose of the project type  
2. Eligibility criteria  
3. Prioritization  
4. Minimum standards of assistance  
5. Client access  
6. Performance standards.   

  
  


