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Definition of Terms 
 
Continuums of Care are local planning bodies responsible for coordinating the full range of homeless services in a 
geographic area which may cover a city, county, metropolitan area, or an entire state 
 
Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) is a secure, computerized data collection system that captures 
client-level information regarding the characteristics and service needs of homeless and at-risk individuals and families 
 
Homeless Youth are those individuals, aged 13-24, with no adequate nighttime residence, who are staying in a nighttime 
residence that was designed for temporary living, who are living in a state operated shelter from Departments of Social Service, 
who are living in residential Runaway and Homeless Youth (RHY) programs, and/or who are staying in public or private places 
not meant for accommodating human beings 
 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act is a United States federal law that provides federal money for homeless 
assistance programs 
 
Point-in-Time Count refers to the unduplicated one day and night (24-hour period) estimates of both sheltered and 
unsheltered homeless populations and are conducted by Continuums of Care annually 
 
School District Homeless Liaison is responsible for ensuring compliance with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance 
Act and ensuring children and youth experiencing homelessness receive all protections and services necessary for them to 
succeed in school 
 
Unaccompanied Youth are those individuals that are not in the direct custody of a parent or guardian 
 
Unsheltered refers to an individual staying in a place not meant for human habitation and includes staying in a car or other 
vehicle, abandoned building, vacant unit, train/bus, train/bus station, and anywhere outside 
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Setting the Stage: Learning from Best Practices 
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Creation of the Capital Region Youth Advisory Committee 
The Capital Region Youth Advisory Board was created in 2016 and includes local providers and state agencies within the Capital 
Region. These stakeholders convened with the shared goal of collaborating and sharing resources in order to collect and report 
more accurate, clear, and convincing data regarding youth homelessness in the Capital Region. This data will be used to create 
youth programs and to educate both the community and public officials on youth homelessness.  
 
A federal vision, developed by the U.S. Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH), calls for ending youth homelessness 
among unaccompanied youth, or youth without a parent or guardian, by 2020. The Capital Region Youth Advisory Board is 
committed to making this vision a reality in the Capital Region. The mission of the Capital Region Youth Advisory Board is to 
provide leadership and develop, advocate, and coordinate community strategies to end youth homelessness in the Capital Region 
but in order to develop meaningful strategies, accurate data on how many youths are experiencing homelessness in the Capital 
Region.  
 
One of the primary ways in which the Capital Region Youth Count captures data on youth homelessness is though the annual 
Youth Count. The Youth Count is conducted throughout eight (8) Capital Region counties including Albany, Columbia, Greene, 
Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Warren and Washington Counties. The Capital Region Youth Advisory Board will use the data 
to obtain a clear picture of youth homelessness and create an appropriate coordinated community response to end youth 
homelessness in the Capital Region. 
 
The Capital Region Youth Advisory Board is chaired by Andy Gilpin of CAPTAIN Youth and Family Services located in Saratoga 
County and Mary Campagna of Community Maternity Services located in Albany County. More information on the Capital Region 
Youth Advisory Board can be found here.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://caresny.org/continuum-of-care/capital-region-advisory-committee-on-youth-homelessness/
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Learning from the 2016 Pilot Youth Count 
The Capital Region Youth Advisory Board conducted a pilot Youth Count on October 7, 2016. The count was conducted in 
addition to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) Point-in-Time Count and expanded on the HUD 
definition of ‘homeless youth’. The count utilized the New York State Department of Education’s definition of ‘homeless youth’ 
which identifies homeless youth as those with no adequate nighttime residence, youth staying in a nighttime residence that was 
designed for temporary living, youth living in a state operated shelter from Departments of Social Service, youth living in 
residential Runaway and Homeless Youth (RHY) programs, and youth staying in public or private places not meant for 
accommodating human beings. The Youth Count focused on unaccompanied youth aged 13-24 that were homeless and/or 
unstably housed. 
 
In addition to expanding the definition of ‘homeless youth,’ the Capital Region Youth Advisory Board also considered the various 
barriers to collecting data on homeless youth. For example, in many instances, homeless youth do not want to be found, they are 
more transient than homeless adults, and they are found in different locations than homeless adults. Therefore, there is a need for 
a specialized approach to counting homeless youth.  
 
Data was collected through street outreach surveys, Emergency and Transitional Housing demographic information collected 
from the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS)1 and key stakeholders who provide emergency housing, and School 
liaison data. While the 2016 pilot Youth Count produced results, upon review of both the data and the means of data collection, it 
became clear that a more defined and thoughtful process would need to be implemented to gain meaningful results and insight 
into the true state of youth homelessness in the Capital Region.  
 
The initial phase of redevelopment was aimed at identifying new key stakeholders that had expertise, knowledge, and connections 
to youth. The Co-Chairs extended a formal invitation to agencies and individuals to join the Stakeholder Committee—a committee 
dedicated to ensuring all voices are at the table to inform community strategies to end youth homelessness. The Stakeholder 
Committee was tasked with recruiting youth for focus groups, finding volunteers to conduct street outreach surveys, providing 
insight into where homeless or unstably housed youth spend their time, and assisting on the day of the Youth Count.  
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                        
1 A secure computerized data collection system used to collect client-level data on the characteristics and service needs of homeless and at-
risk individuals and families 
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2017 Homeless Youth Count 
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2017 Youth Count Methodology  
Building off the knowledge gained during the 2016 Pilot Youth Count, the 2017 Youth Count was improved to ensure the data 
collected was accurate and meaningful. The 2017 Youth Count utilized data collected from three (3) sets: street outreach 
surveys, Transitional Housing and Shelter data from the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) and Domestic 
Violence providers, and school liaison data. Each set is examined  

Survey Data Set 
After review of the 2016 Pilot Youth Count survey, the Capital Region Youth Advisory Board updated the survey based on the 
recommendations of key stakeholders, including youth. The new 2017 survey aimed to better collect meaningful data on the 
housing status and any underlying issues of homeless and/or unstably housed youth (see Appendix A). The surveys were 
anonymous and voluntary and youth that agreed to participate in the survey were given a $5.00 gift card for participating. Each 
community identified a lead agency to develop the plan for the day of the count including recruiting and training volunteers to 
conduct street outreach. The volunteers covered specified areas of the community and identified ‘hot spots’ in order to survey as 
many youth, aged 13-24, as possible. 
 
Emergency Shelter and Transitional Housing Data Set 
The Capital Region Youth Advisory Board, in coordination with each participating Continuum of Care (CoC) program (see 
Appendix B), will pull relevant data from the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS), a secure, computerized data 
collection system that captures client-level information regarding the characteristics and service needs of homeless and at-risk 
individuals and families. The Capital Region Youth Advisory Board gave notice to all participating agencies to have relevant 
information (i.e. intake, discharge, demographics) updated within the HMIS by October 23, 2017. The data was then pulled and 
verified by CARES, Inc., the HMIS System Administrator for CoC-funded agencies.  
 
School District Homeless Liaison Data Set 
The Capital Region Youth Advisory Board, informed by the New York State Technical and Education Assistance Center for 
Homeless Students (NYSTEACHS), worked with School District Homeless Liaisons to collect anonymous statistical data on the 
number of currently enrolled homeless students. The school liaisons were asked to report on the total number of enrolled 
homeless students, aged 13-21, and, out of that number, the total number of unaccompanied homeless students. Data was 
collected from 33 School District Homeless Liaisons (see Appendix C). The collection of all Capital Region school data is 
coordinated by the New York State Office of Temporary Disability Assistance (OTDA) and Program Manager, Laura French.  
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Data Set Analysis: Survey 
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Capital Region 
In the Capital Region, 184 surveys were completed with Albany comprising 51 percent (94 surveys), Rensselaer comprising 23 
percent (43 surveys), Saratoga North Country2 comprising 15 percent (28 surveys), and Schenectady comprising 10 percent (19 
surveys) of the total completed surveys in the Capital Region.  

 
Figure 1.1 

Completed Surveys by County 
Capital Region 

Albany, Glens Falls, Hamilton, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, Schenectady, Warren, and Washington Counties 
October 13, 2017 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                        
2 Saratoga North Country includes Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, Glens Falls, Warren, Washington, and Hamilton Counties 
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Of the 184 completed surveys, 67 percent (124 persons) of 
the respondents were determined to be stably housed with 
33 percent (60 persons) determined as unstably housed3. 

 

 

 

Figure 1.2 

Housing Stability 
Capital Region 

Albany, Glens Falls, Hamilton, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, 
Schenectady, Warren, and Washington Counties  

October 13, 2017 
 

 
 

Of the 60 unstably housed youth, 43 percent (26 persons) 
were determined to be homeless, meaning they were staying 
in an emergency or temporary shelter, transitional housing, 
hotel or motel, or a place not meant for human habitation4. 
The remaining 57 percent (34 persons) were determined to 
be unstably housed, meaning they lacked a consistent, safe 
place to sleep. 
 

Figure 1.3 

Homeless Status 
Capital Region 

Albany, Glens Falls, Hamilton, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Saratoga 
Springs, Schenectady, Warren, and Washington Counties  

October 13, 2017 
 

 

                                                                        
3 Housing stability was determined by survey questions two through five (see Appendix A) 
4 Homeless status was determined by survey questions two through five (see Appendix A) 
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Of the 34 youths determined to be unstably housed, when asked where they spent the previous night, 56 percent (19 persons) 
indicated that they stayed with a friend, 18 percent (6 persons) indicated that they stayed with a romantic partner, meaning a 
person they were having sex with or a boyfriend/girlfriend, 12 percent (4 persons) indicated that they stayed at their parent or 
other relative’s home (temporary), 6 percent (2 persons) indicated that they stayed in a hospital or residential treatment facility, 
6 percent (2 persons) indicated that they did not know or preferred not to answer, and 3 percent (1 person) indicated that they 
stayed in a foster or group home.  

Figure 1.4 

Unstable Youth 
Stayed Previous Night 

Capital Region 
Albany, Glens Falls, Hamilton, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, Schenectady, Warren, and Washington Counties  

October 13, 2017 
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Of the 26 youths determined to be homeless, when asked where they spent the previous night, 54 percent (14 persons) indicated 
that they stayed in emergency or temporary shelter, 19 percent (5 persons) were unsheltered, meaning they stayed in a place not 
meant for human habitation, 15 percent (4 persons) indicated that they stayed in a hotel or motel, and 12 percent (3 persons) 
indicated that they stayed in transitional housing5.  

Figure 1.5 

Homeless Youth 
Stayed Previous Night 

Capital Region 
Albany, Glens Falls, Hamilton, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, Schenectady, Warren, and Washington Counties  

October 13, 2017 

 
 

                                                                        
5 ‘Unsheltered’ includes staying in a car or other vehicle, abandoned building, vacant unit, train/bus, train/bus station, and anywhere outside 
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Of the 60 homeless and/or unstably housed youth, when asked the main reason for their housing instability, 42 percent (25 
persons) indicated that their housing instability was due to being kicked out. 20 percent (12 persons) indicated it was due to 
physical and/or sexual abuse, 18 percent (11 persons) did not know or preferred not to answer, 13 percent (8 persons) indicated 
mental health issues, 13 percent (8 persons) indicated ‘other’ reasons6, 10 percent (6 persons) indicated it was due to eviction, 
8 percent (5 persons) indicated substance abuse, 8 percent (5 persons) indicated there was not enough space, 7 percent (4 
persons) indicated sexual identity issues, 5 percent (3 persons) indicated that they had to pay rent to their parent/guardian, 5 
percent (3 persons) indicated that they ran away, and 2 percent (1 persons) indicated that their housing instability was due to 
their family being homeless.  
 

 Figure 1.6 

Homeless and/or Unstable Youth 
Reason for Housing Instability 

Capital Region 
Albany, Glens Falls, Hamilton, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, Schenectady, Warren, and Washington Counties  

October 13, 2017 
*Respondents could choose all that apply—one individual could be included in one or more category 

  

                                                                        
6 ‘Other’ responses include: family issues, bedbugs, GF kicked me out, bullied in grandmother’s complex, released from group home 
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Of the 60 homeless and/or unstably housed youth, when asked about past experiences that may have contributed to their 
housing instability 37 percent (22 persons) indicated that they had run away from home in the past. 28 percent (17 persons) 
indicated that they had children of their own, 27 percent (16 persons) indicated that they had been in the foster care system, 20 
percent (12 persons) indicated that they had spent time in jail, and 15 percent (9 persons) indicated that they had been in 
juvenile detention.  
 

Figure 1.7 

Homeless and/or Unstable Youth 
Past Experiences 

Capital Region 
Albany, Glens Falls, Hamilton, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, Schenectady, Warren, and Washington Counties  

October 13, 2017 
*One individual could be included in one or more category 
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Albany
In Albany County, of the 94 completed surveys, 84 percent 
(79 persons) of the respondents were determined to be 
stably housed with 16 percent (15 persons) determined as 
unstably housed7. 
 
 
 
 
Figure 2.1 

Housing Stability 
Albany County 
October 13, 2017 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                        
7 Housing stability was determined by survey questions two 
through five (see Appendix A) 

Of the 15 unstably housed youth, 33 percent (5 persons) 
were determined to be homeless, meaning they were staying 
in an emergency or temporary shelter, transitional housing, 
hotel or motel, or a place not meant for human habitation8. 
The remaining 67 percent (10 persons) were determined to 
be unstably housed, meaning they lacked a consistent, safe 
place to sleep. 
 
Figure 2.2 

Homeless Status 
Albany County 
October 13, 2017 

 

8 Homeless status was determined by survey questions two 
through five (see Appendix A) 
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Of the 10 youths determined to be unstably housed, when asked where they spent the previous night, 70 percent (7 persons) 
indicated that they stayed with a friend, 20 percent (2 persons) indicated that they stayed with a romantic partner, meaning a 
person they were having sex with or a boyfriend/girlfriend, and 10 percent (1 person) indicated that they stayed at their parent or 
other relative’s home (temporary).  

Figure 2.3 

Unstable Youth 
Stayed Previous Night 

Albany County 
October 13, 2017 
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Of the 5 youths determined to be homeless, when asked where they spent the previous night, 40 percent (2 persons) indicated 
that they stayed in a hotel or motel, 20 percent (1 person) indicated that they stayed in an emergency or temporary shelter, 20 
percent (1 person) indicated that they stayed in transitional housing, and 20 percent (1 person) were unsheltered, meaning they 
stayed in a place not meant for human habitation9.  

Figure 2.4 

Homeless Youth 
Stayed Previous Night 

Albany County 
October 13, 2017 

 
 

 

                                                                        
9 ‘Unsheltered’ includes staying in a car or other vehicle, abandoned building, vacant unit, train/bus, train/bus station, and anywhere outside 
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Of the 15 homeless and/or unstably housed youth, when asked the main reason for their housing instability, 47 percent (7 
persons) indicated that their housing instability was due to being kicked out. 33 percent (5 persons) indicated issues with sexual 
identity, 20 percent (3 persons) indicated it was due to physical and/or sexual abuse, 20 percent (3 persons) indicated 
substance abuse, 13 percent (2 persons) indicated there was not enough space at their parent/guardian’s home, 13 percent (2 
persons) preferred not to answer or did not know the main reason for their housing instability, 7 percent (1 person) indicated it 
was due to eviction, 7 percent (1 person) indicated that they had to pay rent to their parent/guardian, and 7 percent (1 person) 
indicated mental health issues were the main cause of their housing instability.  
 

 Figure 2.5 

Homeless and/or Unstable Youth 
Reason for Housing Instability 

Albany County 
October 13, 2017 

*Respondents could choose all that apply—one individual could be included in one or more category 
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Of the 15 homeless and/or unstably housed youth, when asked about past experiences that may have contributed to their housing instability 
53 percent (8 persons) indicated that they had run away from home in the past. 53 percent (8 persons) indicated that they had been in the 
foster care system, 40 percent (6 persons) indicated that they had spent time in jail, 20 percent (3 persons) indicated that they had been in 
juvenile detention, and 7 percent (1 persons) indicated that they children of their own.  

Figure 2.6 

Homeless and/or Unstable Youth 
Past Experiences 

Albany County 
October 13, 2017 

*One individual could be included in one or more category 
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Rensselaer
In Rensselaer County, of the 43 completed surveys, 16 
percent (7 persons) of the respondents were considered 
stably housed with 84 percent (36 persons) determined to 
be unstable housed10. 

 

 

Figure 3.1 

Housing Stability 
Rensselaer County 
October 13, 2017 

 

Of the 36 unstably housed youth, 47 percent (17 persons) 
were determined to be homeless, meaning they were 
staying in an emergency or temporary shelter, transitional 
housing, hotel or motel, or a place not meant for human 
habitation11. The remaining 53 percent (19 persons) were 
determined to be unstably housed, meaning they lacked a 
consistent, safe place to sleep. 
 
Figure 3.2 

Homeless Status 
Rensselaer County 
October 13, 2017 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                        
10 Housing stability was determined by survey questions two through five (see Appendix A) 
11 Homeless status was determined by survey questions two through five (see Appendix A) 
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Of the 19 youths determined to be unstably housed, when asked where they spent the previous night, 47 percent (9 persons) 
indicated that they stayed with a friend, 16 percent (3 persons) indicated that they stayed with a romantic partner, meaning a 
person they were having sex with or a boyfriend/girlfriend, 16 percent (3 person) indicated that they stayed at their parent or 
other relative’s home (temporary), 11 percent (2 persons) indicated that they stayed in a hospital or residential treatment facility, 
and 11 percent (2 persons) did not know or preferred not to answer.  

Figure 3.3 

Unstable Youth 
Stayed Previous Night 

Rensselaer County 
October 13, 2017 

 

 
 



27 | P a g e  

    
 

 

 

Of the 17 youths determined to be homeless, when asked where they spent the previous night, 71 percent (12 persons) indicated 
that they stayed in an emergency or temporary shelter, 12 percent (2 persons) indicated that they stayed in transitional housing, 
12 percent (2 persons) were unsheltered, meaning they stayed in a place not meant for human habitation, and 6 percent (1 
person) indicated that they stayed in a hotel or motel12.  

Figure 3.4 

Homeless Youth 
Stayed Previous Night 

Rensselaer County 
October 13, 2017 

 
 

 

 

                                                                        
12 ‘Unsheltered’ includes staying in a car or other vehicle, abandoned building, vacant unit, train/bus, train/bus station, and anywhere outside 
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Of the 36 homeless and/or unstably housed youth, when asked the main reason for their housing instability, 39 percent (14 
persons) indicated that their housing instability was due to being kicked out. 25 percent (9 persons) did not know or preferred 
not to answer, 17 percent (6 persons) indicated ‘other’ reasons13, 11 percent (4 persons) indicted it was due to eviction, 11 
percent (4 persons) indicated mental health issues, 8 percent (3 persons) indicated that they ran away, 8 percent (3 persons) 
indicated that there was not enough space, 6 percent (2 persons) indicated it was due to physical and/or sexual abuse, 3 percent 
(1 person) indicated issues with sexual identity, 3 percent (1 person) indicated substance abuse, and  3 percent (1 person) 
indicated that their housing instability was due to their family being homeless 
 

 Figure 3.5 

Homeless and/or Unstable Youth 
Reason for Housing Instability 

Rensselaer County 
October 13, 2017 

*Respondents could choose all that apply—one individual could be included in one or more category 
 

 

                                                                        
13 ‘Other’ responses include: family issues, bedbugs, GF kicked me out, bullied in grandmother’s complex, released from group home 
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Of the 36 homeless and/or unstably housed youth, when asked about past experiences that may have contributed to their 
housing instability 39 percent (14 persons) indicated that they had children of their own. 22 percent (8 persons) indicated that 
they had run away in the past, 17 percent (6 persons) indicated that they had been in the foster care system, 14 percent (5 
persons) indicated that they had spent time in jail, and 11 percent (4 persons) indicated that they had been in juvenile detention.  

 

Figure 3.6 

Homeless and/or Unstable Youth 
Past Experiences 

Rensselaer County 
October 13, 2017 

*One individual could be included in one or more category 
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Saratoga North Country 
Of the 28 completed surveys, 100 percent (28 persons) of the respondents were determined to be stably housed. 

Figure 4.1 

Housing Stability 
Glens Falls, Hamilton, Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, Warren, & Washington Counties 

October 13, 2017 
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Schenectady
In Schenectady County, of the 43 completed surveys, 44 
percent (7 persons) of the respondents were considered 
stably housed with 56 percent (9 persons) determined to be 
unstable housed14. 

 

 

Figure 5.1 

Housing Stability 
Schenectady County 

October 13, 2017 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                        
14 Housing stability was determined by survey questions two 
through five (see Appendix A) 

Of the 9 unstably housed youth, 44 percent (4 persons) 
were determined to be homeless, meaning they were staying 
in an emergency or temporary shelter, transitional housing, 
hotel or motel, or a place not meant for human habitation15. 
The remaining 56 percent (5 persons) were determined to 
be unstably housed, meaning they lacked a consistent, safe 
place to sleep. 
 
Figure 5.2 

Homeless Status 
Schenectady County 

October 13, 2017 
 

 

15 Homeless status was determined by survey questions two 
through five (see Appendix A) 
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Of the 5 youths determined to be unstably housed, when asked where they spent the previous night, 60 percent (3 persons) 
indicated that they stayed with a friend, 20 percent (1 person) indicated that they stayed with a romantic partner, meaning a 
person they were having sex with or a boyfriend/girlfriend, and 20 percent (1 person) indicated that they stayed in a foster or 
group home.  

Figure 5.3 

Unstable Youth 
Stayed Previous Night 

Schenectady County 
October 13, 2017 
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Of the 4 youths determined to be homeless, when asked where they spent the previous night, 50 percent (2 persons) indicated 
that they were unsheltered, meaning they stayed in a place not meant for human habitation, 25 percent (1 person) indicated that 
they stayed in an emergency or temporary shelter, and 25 percent (1 person) indicated that they stayed in a hotel or motel16.  

Figure 5.4 

Homeless Youth 
Stayed Previous Night 

Rensselaer County 
October 13, 2017 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                        
16 ‘Unsheltered’ includes staying in a car or other vehicle, abandoned building, vacant unit, train/bus, train/bus station, and anywhere outside 
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Of the 9 homeless and/or unstably housed youth, when asked the main reason for their housing instability, 56 percent (5 
persons) indicated that their housing instability was due to being kicked out. 56 percent (5 persons) indicated it was due to 
physical and/or sexual abuse, 33 percent (3 persons) indicated mental health issues, 22 percent (2 persons) indicated that it 
was due to having to pay rent to their parent and/or guardian, 11 percent (1 person) indicated substance abuse, and 11 percent (1 
person) indicated that their housing instability was due to eviction. 
 

 Figure 5.5 

Homeless and/or Unstable Youth 
Reason for Housing Instability 

Schenectady County 
October 13, 2017 

*Respondents could choose all that apply—one individual could be included in one or more category 
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Of the 9 homeless and/or unstably housed youth, when asked about past experiences that may have contributed to their housing 
instability 67 percent (6 persons) indicated that they had run away in the past, 22 percent (2 persons) indicated that they had 
been in the foster care system, 22 percent (2 persons) indicated that they had children of their own, 22 percent (2 persons) 
indicated that they had been in juvenile detention, and 11 percent (1 person) indicated that they had spent time in jail.  

 

Figure 5.6 

Homeless and/or Unstable Youth 
Past Experiences 
Schenectady County 

October 13, 2017 
*One individual could be included in one or more category 
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Data Set Analysis: Emergency Shelter and Transitional Housing 
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Capital Region 
An analysis of Emergency Shelter and Transitional Housing data indicated that there were 98 homeless youth in the Capital 
Region on October 12, 201717.  
 
According to the Emergency Shelter and Transitional Housing data, Albany County comprised 47 percent (46 persons) of the 
total homeless youth in the Capital Region on October 12, 2017. Schenectady County comprised 35 percent (34 persons), 
Saratoga North Country comprised 12 percent (12 persons), and Rensselaer County comprised 6 percent (6 persons).  
 
Figure 6.1 

Homeless Youth 
By County 

Capital Region 
Albany, Glens Falls, Hamilton, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, Schenectady, Warren, and Washington Counties  

October 12, 2017 
 

                                                                        
17 See Appendix B for a complete list of all participating programs 
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60 percent (59 persons) were Unaccompanied Youth aged 18-24, 27 percent (26 persons) were Parenting Youth aged 18-24, 
12 percent (12 persons) were Unaccompanied Minors aged 13-17, and 1 percent (1 person) were Parenting Minors aged 13-17.  
 

Figure 6.2 

Homeless Youth 
Household Type 

Capital Region 
Albany, Glens Falls, Hamilton, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, Schenectady, Warren, and Washington Counties 

October 12, 2017 
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Females comprised 58 percent (57 persons) of the 
homeless youth in the Capital Region on October 12, 2017.  
Males comprised 41 percent (40 persons), and 
Transgender persons comprised 1 percent (1 person).  

Figure 6.3 

Homeless Youth 
Gender 

Capital Region 
Albany, Glens Falls, Hamilton, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, 

Schenectady, Warren, and Washington Counties  
October 12, 2017 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Non-Hispanic/Non-Latino people comprised 77 percent 
(75 persons) of the homeless youth in the Capital Region 
on October 13, 2017. Hispanic/Latino people comprised 
23 percent (23 persons). 
 

Figure 6.4 

Homeless Youth 
Ethnicity 

Capital Region 
Albany, Glens Falls, Hamilton, Rensselaer, Saratoga, 

Saratoga Springs, Schenectady, Warren, and 
Washington Counties  
October 12, 2017 
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Black or African-American people comprised 53 percent (52 persons) of the homeless youth in the Capital Region on October 
12, 2017. White people comprised 34 percent (33 persons), People of Multiple Races comprised 9 percent (9 persons), Native 
Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islanders comprised 2 percent (2 persons), American Indian or Alaskan Natives comprised 1 percent (1 
person), and data was not collected for 1 percent (1 person) of the homeless youth in the Capital Region.  

Figure 6.5 

Homeless Youth 
Race 

Capital Region 
Albany, Glens Falls, Hamilton, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, Schenectady, Warren, and Washington Counties  

October 12, 2017 
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Albany 
An analysis of Emergency Shelter and Transitional Housing data indicated that there were 46 homeless youth in Albany County 
on October 12, 201718.  
 
65 percent (30 persons) were Unaccompanied Youth aged 18-24, 24 percent (11 persons) were Parenting Youth aged 18-24, 
and 11 percent (5 persons) were Unaccompanied Minors aged 13-17.  
 

Figure 7.1 

Homeless Youth 
Household Type 

Albany County 
October 12, 2017 

 

 

                                                                        
18 See Appendix B for a complete list of all participating programs 
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Females comprised 52 percent (24 persons) of the 
homeless youth in Albany County on October 12, 2017 and 
Males comprised 48 percent (22 persons). 
  
 

Figure 7.2 

Homeless Youth 
Gender 

Albany County 
October 12, 2017 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Non-Hispanic/Non-Latino people comprised 78 percent 
(36 persons) of the homeless youth in Albany County on 
October 12, 2017. Hispanic/Latino people comprised 22 
percent (10 persons). 
 

Figure 7.3 

Homeless Youth 
Ethnicity 

Albany County 
October 12, 2017 
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Black or African-American people comprised 67 percent (31 persons) of the homeless youth in Albany County on October 12, 
2017. White people comprised 22 percent (10 persons), People of Multiple Races comprised 7 percent (3 persons), Native 
Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islanders comprised 2 percent (1 person), and data was not collected for 2 percent (1 person) of the 
homeless youth in Albany County.  

Figure 7.4 

Homeless Youth 
Race 

Albany County 
October 12, 2017 
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Rensselaer 
An analysis of Emergency Shelter and Transitional Housing data indicated that there were 6 homeless youth in Rensselaer 
County on October 12, 201719.  
 
66 percent (4 persons) were Unaccompanied Youth aged 18-24 and 33 percent (2 persons) were Parenting Youth aged 18-24.  
 

Figure 8.1 

Homeless Youth 
Household Type 
Rensselaer County 
October 12, 2017 

 
 

 

                                                                        
19 See Appendix B for a complete list of all participating programs 
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Females comprised 50 percent (3 persons) of the 
homeless youth in Rensselaer County on October 12, 
2017. Males comprised 33 percent (2 persons) and 
Transgender persons comprised 17 percent (1 person). 
  
Figure 8.2 

Homeless Youth 
Gender 

Rensselaer County 
October 12, 2017 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Non-Hispanic/Non-Latino people comprised 83 percent (5 
persons) of the homeless youth in Rensselaer County on 
October 12, 2017. Hispanic/Latino people comprised 17 
percent (1 persons). 
 

Figure 8.3 

Homeless Youth 
Ethnicity 

Rensselaer County 
October 12, 2017 
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White people comprised 66 percent (4 persons) of the homeless youth in Rensselaer County on October 12, 2017 and Black or 
African-American people comprised 33 percent (2 persons).  

Figure 8.4 

Homeless Youth 
Race 

Rensselaer County 
October 12, 2017 
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Saratoga North Country 
An analysis of Emergency Shelter and Transitional Housing data indicated that there were 12 homeless youth in Saratoga North 
Country on October 12, 20172021.  
 
50 percent (6 persons) were Unaccompanied Youth aged 18-24, 25 percent (3 persons) were Unaccompanied Minors aged 13-
17, 17 percent (2 persons) were Parenting Youth aged 18-24, and 8 percent (1 person) were Parenting Minors aged 13-17. 
 

Figure 9.1 

Homeless Youth 
Household Type 

Saratoga North Country 
October 12, 2017 

 

                                                                        
20 Saratoga North Country includes Saratoga, Saratoga Springs, Glens Falls, Warren, Washington, and Hamilton Counties 
21 See Appendix B for a complete list of all participating programs 
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Females comprised 67 percent (8 persons) of the homeless 
youth in Saratoga North Country on October 12, 2017 and 
Males comprised 33 percent (4 persons). 
  
Figure 9.2 

Homeless Youth 
Gender 

Saratoga North Country 
October 12, 2017 

 

 
 
 

 

Non-Hispanic/Non-Latino people comprised 83 percent 
(10 persons) of the homeless youth in Saratoga North 
Country on October 12, 2017. Hispanic/Latino people 
comprised 17 percent (2 persons).  

Figure 9.3 

Homeless Youth 
Ethnicity 

Saratoga North Country 
October 12, 2017 
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White people comprised 75 percent (9 persons) of the homeless youth in Saratoga North Country on October 12, 2017 and 
Black or African-American people comprised 25 percent (3 persons).  

Figure 9.4 

Homeless Youth 
Race 

Saratoga North Country 
October 12, 2017 
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Schenectady 
An analysis of Emergency Shelter and Transitional Housing data indicated that there were 34 homeless youth in Schenectady 
County on October 12, 201722.  
 
56 percent (19 persons) were Unaccompanied Youth aged 18-24, 26 percent (11 persons) were Parenting Youth aged 18-24, 
and 12 percent (4 persons) were Unaccompanied Minors aged 13-17. 
 

Figure 10.1 

Homeless Youth 
Household Type 
Schenectady County 

October 12, 2017 

 

                                                                        
2222 See Appendix B for a complete list of all participating programs 
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Females comprised 65 percent (22 persons) of the 
homeless youth in Schenectady County on October 12, 
2017 and Males comprised 35 percent (12 persons). 
  
 

Figure 10.2 

Homeless Youth 
Gender 

Saratoga North Country 
October 12, 2017 

 
 

 

 

Non-Hispanic/Non-Latino people comprised 71 percent 
(24 persons) of the homeless youth in Schenectady County 
on October 12, 2017. Hispanic/Latino people comprised 
29 percent (10 persons).  

Figure 10.3 

Homeless Youth 
Ethnicity 

Saratoga North Country 
October 12, 2017 
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Black or African American people comprised 47 percent (16 persons) of the homeless youth in Schenectady County on October 
12, 2017. White people comprised 29 percent (10 persons), People of Multiple Races comprised 18 percent (6 persons), 
American Indian or Alaska Natives comprised 3 percent (1 person), and Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islanders comprised 3 
percent (1 person).  

Figure 10.4 

Homeless Youth 
Race 

Schenectady County 
October 12, 2017 
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Data Set Analysis: School District Liaison 
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All Reporting Districts 
An analysis of the 33 School District Liaison data indicated 
that there were 513 total homeless students, aged 13-21, 
enrolled in school in Albany, Columbia, Greene, Rensselaer, 
Saratoga, Schenectady, Warren, and Washington Counties 
on October 13, 201723. Of the 513 homeless students, 20 
percent (104 persons) were unaccompanied, meaning they 
were not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. 
 

Figure 11.1 

Total Homeless Students 
Unaccompanied Status 

All Reporting Districts 
Albany, Columbia, Greene, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Warren, and 

Washington Counties 
October 13, 2017 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
                                                                        
23 See Appendix C for a list of participating School Districts 

 
Of the 513 total homeless students, females comprised 52 
percent (266 persons) and males comprised 48 percent 
(247 persons).  
 
Figure 11.2 

Total Homeless Students 
Gender 

All Reporting Districts 
Albany, Columbia, Greene, Rensselaer, Saratoga, 
Schenectady, Warren, and Washington Counties 

October 13, 2017 
 

 
 

Of the 104 total unaccompanied homeless students, 
females comprised 59 percent (61 persons) and males 
comprised 41 percent (43 persons). 
  
Figure 11.3 

Unaccompanied Homeless Students 
Gender 

All Reporting Districts 
Albany, Columbia, Greene, Rensselaer, Saratoga, 
Schenectady, Warren, and Washington Counties 

October 13, 2017 
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Albany Reporting Districts 
An analysis of the reporting Albany County School District 
Liaison data indicated that there were 157 total homeless 
students, aged 13-21, enrolled in school in Albany County 
on October 13, 201724. Of the 157 homeless students, 18 
percent (29 persons) were unaccompanied, meaning they 
were not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. 
 

Figure 12.1 
Total Homeless Students 
Unaccompanied Status 

All Reporting Districts 
Albany County  

October 13, 2017 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

                                                                        
24 See Appendix C for a list of participating School Districts 

 
 
Of the 157 total homeless students, females comprised 55 
percent (86 persons) and males comprised 45 percent (71 
persons).  
 
Figure 12.2 

Total Homeless Students 
Gender 

All Reporting Districts 
Albany County 

October 13, 2017 

 
 

Of the 29 total unaccompanied homeless students, females 
comprised 66 percent (19 persons) and males comprised 
34 percent (10 persons).  
 

Figure 12.3 

Unaccompanied Homeless Students 
Gender 

All Reporting Districts 
Albany County 

October 13, 2017 
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Columbia Reporting Districts 
An analysis of the reporting Columbia County School 
District Liaison data indicated that there were 40 total 
homeless students, aged 13-21, enrolled in school in 
Columbia County on October 13, 201725. Of the 40 
homeless students, 25 percent (10 persons) were 
unaccompanied, meaning they were not in the physical 
custody of a parent or guardian. 
 

Figure 13.1 

Total Homeless Students 
Unaccompanied Status 

All Reporting Districts 
Columbia County  

October 13, 2017 
 

 
 

 

 

 

                                                                        
25 See Appendix C for a list of participating School Districts 

 
Of the 40 total homeless students, females comprised 55 
percent (22 persons) and males comprised 45 percent (18 
persons).  
 
Figure 12.2 

Total Homeless Students 
Gender 

All Reporting Districts 
Columbia County 

October 13, 2017 
 

 
 

Of the 10 total unaccompanied homeless students, females 
comprised 50 percent (5 persons) and males comprised 
50 percent (5 persons).  

Figure 12.3 

Unaccompanied Homeless Students 
Gender 

All Reporting Districts 
Columbia County 

October 13, 2017 
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Greene Reporting Districts 
An analysis of the reporting Greene County School District 
Liaison data indicated that there were 9 total homeless 
students, aged 13-21, enrolled in school in Greene County 
on October 13, 201726. Of the 9 homeless students, 22 
percent (2 persons) were unaccompanied, meaning they 
were not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. 
 

Figure 14.1 
Total Homeless Students 
Unaccompanied Status 

All Reporting Districts 
Greene County  

October 13, 2017 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                        
26 See Appendix C for a list of participating School Districts 

 
Of the 9 total homeless students, females comprised 78 
percent (7 persons) and males comprised 22 percent (2 
persons).  
 

Figure 12.2 
Total Homeless Students 

Gender 
All Reporting Districts 

Greene County 
October 13, 2017 

 

 
 

Of the 2 total unaccompanied homeless students, females 
comprised 100 percent (2 persons).  

Figure 12.3 

Unaccompanied Homeless Students 
Gender 

All Reporting Districts 
Columbia County 

October 13, 2017 
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Rensselaer Reporting Districts 
An analysis of the reporting Rensselaer County School 
District Liaison data indicated that there were 73 total 
homeless students, aged 13-21, enrolled in school in 
Rensselaer County on October 13, 201727. Of the 73 
homeless students, 21 percent (15 persons) were 
unaccompanied, meaning they were not in the physical 
custody of a parent or guardian. 
 

Figure 14.1 
Total Homeless Students 
Unaccompanied Status 

All Reporting Districts 
Rensselaer County  
October 13, 2017 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

                                                                        
27 See Appendix C for a list of participating School Districts 

 
Of the 73 total homeless students, females comprised 56 
percent (41 persons) and males comprised 44 percent (32 
persons).  
 

Figure 14.2 
Total Homeless Students 

Gender 
All Reporting Districts 

Rensselaer County 
October 13, 2017 

 

 
 

Of the 15 total unaccompanied homeless students, females 
comprised 73 percent (11 persons) and males comprised 
27 percent (4 persons) 

Figure 14.3 

Unaccompanied Homeless Students 
Gender 

All Reporting Districts 
Rensselaer County 
October 13, 2017 
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Saratoga Reporting Districts 
An analysis of the reporting Saratoga County School 
District Liaison data indicated that there were 135 total 
homeless students, aged 13-21, enrolled in school in 
Saratoga County on October 13, 201728. Of the 135 
homeless students, 23 percent (31 persons) were 
unaccompanied, meaning they were not in the physical 
custody of a parent or guardian. 
 

Figure 15.1 
Total Homeless Students 
Unaccompanied Status 

All Reporting Districts 
Saratoga County  

October 13, 2017 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                                        
28 See Appendix C for a list of participating School Districts 

 
Of the 135 total homeless students, males comprised 50 
percent (68 persons) and females comprised 50 percent 
(67 persons).  
 

Figure 15.2 
Total Homeless Students 

Gender 
All Reporting Districts 

Saratoga County 
October 13, 2017 

 

 
 

Of the 31 total unaccompanied homeless students, males 
comprised 57 percent (18 persons) and females comprised 
42 percent (13 persons) 

Figure 14.3 

Unaccompanied Homeless Students 
Gender 

All Reporting Districts 
Saratoga County 

October 13, 2017 
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Schenectady Reporting Districts 
An analysis of the reporting Schenectady County School 
District Liaison data indicated that there were 62 total 
homeless students, aged 13-21, enrolled in school in 
Schenectady County on October 13, 201729. Of the 62 
homeless students, 21 percent (13 persons) were 
unaccompanied, meaning they were not in the physical 
custody of a parent or guardian. 

Figure 16.1 

Total Homeless Students 
Unaccompanied Status 

All Reporting Districts 
Schenectady County  
October 13, 2017 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Of the 62 total homeless students, males comprised 58 
percent (38 persons) and females comprised 42 percent 
(26 persons).  
 
Figure 16.2 

Total Homeless Students 
Gender 

All Reporting Districts 
Schenectady County 
October 13, 2017 

 

 
 

Of the 13 total unaccompanied homeless students, males 
comprised 69 percent (9 persons) and females comprised 
31 percent (4 persons) 

Figure 16.3 

Unaccompanied Homeless Students 
Gender 

All Reporting Districts 
Schenectady County 
October 13, 2017 

 
 

                                                                        
29 See Appendix C for a list of participating School Districts 
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Warren Reporting Districts 
An analysis of the reporting Warren County School District 
Liaison data indicated that there were 5 total homeless 
students, aged 13-21, enrolled in school in Warren County 
on October 13, 201730. Of the 5 homeless students, 20 
percent (1 person) were unaccompanied, meaning they 
were not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian. 
 

Figure 17.1 

Total Homeless Students 
Unaccompanied Status 

All Reporting Districts 
Warren County  

October 13, 2017 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Of the 5 total homeless students, males comprised 80 
percent (4 persons) and females comprised 20 percent (1 
person).  
 

Figure 17.2 

Total Homeless Students 
Gender 

All Reporting Districts 
Warren County 

October 13, 2017 
 

 
 

The single unaccompanied homeless student was female.  

Figure 17.3 

Unaccompanied Homeless Students 
Gender 

All Reporting Districts 
Warren County 

October 13, 2017 

 
 

 

                                                                        
30 See Appendix C for a list of participating School Districts 
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Washington Reporting Districts 
An analysis of the reporting Washington County School 
District Liaison data indicated that there were 32 total 
homeless students, aged 13-21, enrolled in school in 
Washington County on October 13, 201731. Of the 32 
homeless students, 9 percent (3 persons) were 
unaccompanied, meaning they were not in the physical 
custody of a parent or guardian. 
 

Figure 18.1 

Total Homeless Students 
Unaccompanied Status 

All Reporting Districts 
Washington County  
October 13, 2017 

 

 
 

 
 

Of the 32 total homeless students, males comprised 50 
percent (16 persons) and females comprised 50 percent 
(16 persons).  
Figure 18.2 

Total Homeless Students 
Gender 

All Reporting Districts 
Warren County 

October 13, 2017 
 

 
 

Of the 3 total unaccompanied homeless students, males 
comprised 67 percent (2 persons) and females comprised 
33 percent (1 person) 

Figure 18.3 

Unaccompanied Homeless Students 
Gender 

All Reporting Districts 
Washington County 
October 13, 2017 

 

                                                                        
31 See Appendix C for a list of participating School Districts 
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Appendix A: 2017 Youth Survey 
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Albany County 
Albany Housing Coalition Community Contract 
Albany City Mission 
Albany Department of Social Service 
Community Maternity Services Transitional Living Program 
Equinox Project Independence 
Equinox Transitional Living Program 
Interfaith Partnership for the Homeless Emergency Shelter 
Marillac Family Shelter 
Mercy House 
SPARC Morton Avenue Shelter 
 
Rensselaer 
Joseph’s House Emergency Shelter 
St. Paul’s Center 
YWCA Women in Transition 
 
Saratoga North Country 
CAPTAIN Wait House 
Malta Youth Center 
Shelters of Saratoga Emergency Shelter 
WAIT House Transitional Living Program 
 
Schenectady 
City Mission of Schenectady Shelter 
City Mission of Schenectady Transitional 
Home Connections Emergency Shelter 
Home Connections Family 
Safe Inc. Safe House 
Sojourn House 

Appendix B: Emergency and Transitional Housing Data Programs 
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Appendix C: Reporting School Districts 
 
Albany 
Albany Leadership 
Bethlehem 
Cohoes 
Green Island 
Guilderland 
Kipp Tech 
North Colonie 
Revena Coeymans Selkirk 
 
Columbia 
Hudson 
Taconic Hills 
 
Greene 
Cairo Durham 
Greenville 
Hunter Tannersville 
 
Rensselaer 
Averill Park 
Berlin 
Hoosick Valley 
Lansingburgh 
Troy  
Troy Prep Lansingburg 
Troy Prep Troy

Saratoga 
Ballston Spa 
Burnt Hills Ballston Lake 
Corinth 
Saratoga Springs 
Shenendehowa 
Stillwater 
 
Schenectady 
Rotterdam Mohonasen 
Schenectady 
Scotia Glenville 
 
Warren 
Johnsburgh 
Warrensburgh 
 
Washington 
Fort Edward 
Hudson Falls
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