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Dear School District Homeless Liaison: 

We are writing to extend an invitation to join the Capital Region Youth Homelessness Advisory Board.  It is 
actively involved in a number of initiatives that we believe would be relevant to the work you currently do in 
the District. We also are writing to request your help to increase our chances for a successful count of homeless 
youth in your district during our Point-In-Time count on October 13, 2017. We have provided additional 

information below on both the Advisory Board and the Point-in-Time Count.  

Capital Region Youth Homelessness Advisory Board   

Under the guidance and support of staff of CARES, Inc., individuals with a 
commitment to serving homeless youth created the Capital Region Youth 
Homelessness Advisory Board. Our mission and purpose is to develop systems 
that accurately collect homeless youth data and, based on those findings, 
develop and implement a community services plan.  

The work of the Board mirrors a larger effort at the federal level. Every year, in 
January, HUD requires that counties across the nation conduct a count of the 
number of homeless individuals in their county. However, that count does not 
capture the number of unaccompanied or homeless youth. In order to address 
the specific needs of unaccompanied youth experiencing homelessness, a youth 
specific Point-in-Time (PIT) count is necessary. We use a combined definition 
of homeless youth using HUD’s and the McKinney-Vento legislation.   

We understand your time is valuable and appreciate your assistance. Your data, 
in combination with the rest of the Capital Region, will be used to better 
understand the scope of youth homelessness and inform providers on how to 
develop services to respond to the problem. HUD and the U.S. Interagency 
Council on Homelessness have both encouraged and applauded communities 
where Continuum of Care providers, homeless service agencies, and Homeless 
Liaisons have worked together to address the issue of youth homelessness. It is 

HUD’s goal to end youth homelessness by 2020 and the Capital Region Youth Homelessness Advisory Board is 
committed to participating in this challenge. 

The Board is a collaboration that includes staff from local non-profits, the Albany County Department of 
Children, Youth and Families, the Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA), Office of Children  
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and Family Services (OCFS), the Albany County Youth Bureau, and other stakeholders. The Board meets 
monthly at 200 Henry Johnson Boulevard from 11:30 to 12:30 p.m.  

Capital Region’s Point-in-Time Youth Count  

This year, the Capital Region’s Point-in-Time Youth Count will be held on October 13th.  Volunteers will be on 
the street surveying youth in Albany, Schenectady, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Warren, Washington and Greene 
Counties.  Additionally, we will review the regional homeless database system, HMIS, to count youth in 
emergency shelters or transitional living programs. Finally, as we did last year, we are asking Homeless 
Liaisons from school districts around the Capital Region to provide statistical data on the number of homeless 
students enrolled in local districts.   

This is where we would need your help to tell the story of homeless youth in the Capital Region.  With your 
assistance we can accurately demonstrate the numbers of homeless youth in the region as reflected in school 
data.  We have reached out to NYS TEACHES to seek guidance on how Homeless Liaisons can best help.  

They recommended that Liaisons provide statistical data on the number of current enrolled homeless students 
on October 13, without revealing any personal protected information. We have included an Excel worksheet 
with this mailing that asks for statistical data. Please complete it to the best of your district’s capability.  If you 
are unable to open and save the document, please respond in the body of an email with the total number of 
enrolled homeless students ages 13-21 and, out of that number, the total number of unaccompanied homeless 
students.     

To simplify the process of sharing information, we are asking that you email your district’s statistics on October 
13, 2017 to the email address capitalyouthpit@gmail.com .  Thank you so much for your help and the work you 
do with homeless students. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call either of us with questions or concerns. 

Sincerely,  

Andy Gilpin, 518-371-1185 or andy@captaincares.org 

Mary Campagna, 518-330-6529 or campagna@nycap.rr.com 
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